
Les Vough

 Forage Agronomist

Southern Maryland RC & D

&
Forage Crops Extension Specialist Emeritus

 University of Maryland

Bermudagrass Moving North 
With Lots to Offer



Opportunities in Forages

Bermudagrass experiences & 
where we are today

    --  Heavy use areas (HUA)

    --  Hay & pasture production



Bermudagrass

Warm-season, sod-forming perennial 
grass

Persists under close grazing -- 1-2 
inches

Has ability to regenerate (heal) 
damaged areas (rhizomes & stolons)

Much more competitive against 
weeds during hot, dry periods than 
orchardgrass, tall fescue, etc.

Superior species for using N & P



Bermudagrass

 Vegetatively propagated varieties 
have performed better than seeded 
varieties

     -- Early efforts with Quickstand for 
heavy use areas showed promise

     -- Drawbacks are lack of local 
sources of sprigs and sprig planters

 Seeded varieties generally have not 
over wintered & tend to be less 
productive 







‘Ozark’

‘Tifton 44’



Bermudagrass

 Vegetatively propagated varieties have 
performed better than seeded varieties

     -- Early efforts with Quickstand for heavy        
                            use areas showed promise

     -- Drawbacks are lack of local sources of 
sprigs and sprig planters

 Seeded varieties generally have not over 
wintered & tend to be less productive 

 Current suggested varieties:

     -- HUA = Quickstand, Patriot (?), Tufcote (?)

 -- Hay/pasture = Ozark, Tifton 44, 
Quickstand (?)



Establishment Procedures

With 

Sprigs 






















	Slide 1
	Slide 2
	Slide 3
	Slide 4
	Slide 5
	Slide 6
	Slide 7
	Slide 8
	Slide 9
	Slide 10
	Slide 11
	Slide 12
	Slide 13
	Slide 14
	Slide 15
	Slide 16
	Slide 17
	Slide 18
	Slide 19

